
Though you'd hurdly know 
It from the 'new*' «nd gut¬ 
ter pres*, the National Dock 
Strike I* on. The National 
Dock Labour Scheme ha* 
been aboildwd and the Nat¬ 
ional Amoclatlon of Port 
Employers has disbanded It¬ 
self. Booses will now 

argue that as they no longer 
have a national organisation 
they can only negotiate on 
a local leveL This Is plainly 
nonsense snd the dockers 
are pledged to stey out for 
"a* long as It takes" to get 
another National Dock 
Agreement. 

It must be said that several 
hundred dockers (out of 
9000) decided to take the 
sizeable carrot dangled in 
front of them In the shape 
of redundancy cheques for 
up to £36,000. It must also 
be said that 6,500 of them 
have decided to fight for 
their jobs snd for the fjture 
of Trade Unions in this coun¬ 
try. Indeed one docker who 
had definitely not signed 
any redundancy "Torm was 
sent a cheque for £06.000 
he promptly handed It over 
to the Union to give back 
to the bosses. Strikers of 
that calibre will cause a 
few bosses blood-pressure 
to rise (and keep rising). 

SOLIDARITY 

All Britain's ports are now 
unregistered. The bosses 
reckon those ports which 
were never In the scheme 
and are still working (al¬ 
though dockers have prom¬ 
ised not to handle redir¬ 
ected cargo) will eventually 
break the strike. However 
If that promise holds and 
If the dockers of Europe 
(particularly Rotterdam and 
La Havre), the U.& and Can¬ 
ada keep to their pledge 
(and tradition) of solidarity, 
then It may well be the 
boaaes who crack. 

As with all strikes, SOLID- 
ARrTY B THE KEY. To 
gain that solidarity the 
Dockers must show other 


THEY DON'T GIVE A .. 

workers that their fight 1s 
our fight. This dispute has 
ultimately little to do with 
the profitability of British 
Ports (they made enormous 
profits last year anyway). 

It Is to do with an attempt 
to cripple yet another sect¬ 
ion of the organised working 
clast. The Bosses have plan¬ 
ned It for years and picked 
their team and the time 
carefully. The Employers 
know the Tories, Police and 
even the Army are ready to 
back them If needed. Indeed 
the Port Bosses have never 
been the bravest In the land 
and already will be a little 
unsure of themselves. They 
have been pushed Into battle 
with promise* of "We'll be 
right behind you" from the 
Tories, Press Barons, CBI 
etc. With that lot BEHIND 
you you'd need eyes m your 
arse to watch for all the 
backstabbera. So despite all 
their bluster (which Incident¬ 
ally the dockers describe 
as "wind and piss") the 
Bosses and their class know 
the massive stakes here, 
and though their "front" will 
be bolstered by 10 year* of 
slapping down the working 
class, allied to their own 
class arrogance, theirs Is 
the false confidence of the 
bully. The Bosses CHOSE 
to provoke this strike, they 
can retreat. The dockers, 
on the otherhand, have no¬ 
where else to go. 

ILLEGAL STRIKE 
Both sides know that this 
strike cannot be won legally. 
To win the dockers must 
generate "sfecanjlary" action 
on a scale unseen since the 
last days of Heath's Govern¬ 
ment In 1974. All other 
workers must boycott strike¬ 
bound or strikebreaking car¬ 
goes. These could be any¬ 
thing from Iron ore to cars 
to foodstuffs. This would 
Inevitably lead to strikes 
and massive lay-offs In all 
Industries. All of this Is II- 
legal. So It must be assumed 


Ron Todd ihead of the Tran¬ 
sport and General Workers 
Union) has recently talked 
a good fight. He says "If 
one single Docker is sacked 
you will *ee a strike, the 
like of which you have never 
seen before." Unfortunately 
he also say* he wants to 
fight within the law, which 
he knows cannot be done 
effectively. But Todd will 
only have the backing of 
the Dockers while HE back* 
THEM. As soon a* he dec¬ 
ides that the going is getting 
too tough for him the un¬ 
official National Port Shop 
Stewards Committee can 
step In and take on the 
fight. The very existence 
of the committee may be 
enough to keep Todd solid. 
It may also br that the em¬ 
ployers will provoke Todd 
into militancy. In the 70'* 
Terry Duffy (Engineers Un¬ 
ion) who was more right- 
wing than Todd was forced 
into such a position and the 
strike that followed crippled 
the Government. Also That¬ 
cher shows signs of cracking 
herself. She has alienated 
the rulers of all the EC 
countries, inflation is rising, 
interest rates soaring etc 
etc. In the face of this That¬ 
cher increasingly seems to 
have adopted a siege mental¬ 
ity. she and her little cabal 
of "advisers" are becoming 
more isolated by the minute 
and people in isolation are 
prone to serious misjudge- 
ments. In the same way that 
the dockers will back Todd 
only while he backs them 
so will big business, the City 
I etc only back Thatcher's 
I stand while theysee her as 
I acting In their interests. 
I If she falls her masters then 
I we will Inevitably witness 
I'bloodletting' in high places. 


Whatever happens, this strike 
will take a while to bite, 
then one of two things could 
happen: either the dockers 
will be isolated and ultimate¬ 
ly defeated, or the bosses 
will be. Our rulers have de¬ 
cided this is the time to 
take on the most militant 
section of the largest Trade 
Union. Other worker* have 
a straight choice - stand 
with the dockers In a United 
fight can win, or bury 
their beads in the sand and 
get shafted In isolation at 
a later date. Surely In this 
situation the role of Socialists 


You will only gain the respect 
of workers bystanding and 
fighting withthem and for 
them, and that Is whal we 
In Red Action will be trying 
our utmost to do. If a strug¬ 
gle fails Revolutionary Social¬ 
ists should still be there 
fighting to the end. People 
will rememberthat and when 


the workers are on the off¬ 
ensive they will be only too 
aware of who It was that 

stood by them In the past, 

and equally who came, who 
saw, sold some papers und 
pissed off again. Many of 

the "Revolutionary left" 
groups have, and deserve, 
a terrible reputation amongst 
ordinary workers. Consequent- | 
ly, Revolutionary politics 
hasthe same bad image. 
Struggles such as the Dock 

Strike give those prepared 
to show proper solidarity 
a chance to rectify this. 
Respect from the working 
class is not the Marx-glven 
right of every Tom, Dick 
or Harriet waving a copy 
of Das Kapital Respect 
must be EARNED and the 
harder you are seen to work 
to gain It, the stronger It 

W> nn£»AMENTAL MISTAKE 


Red Action believes one 
of the ways It can be earned 
Is through principled work 
within Support Groups. Some 
dismiss such groups as "char¬ 
ity". We feel that to be 
a fundamental mistake. It 
gives you a chance to work 
with other committed people 
who may have varied slants 
on left-wing politics, but 
who are united in support 
of the strikers. A Support 
Group, through its links with 
strikers themselves, gives 
you a chance to view the 
strike from the inside out, 
rather than standing aloof 
on the sidelines. Already 
in this dlsputa Tilbury Stew¬ 
ards have expressed their 
appreciation, not Just for 
the £1000 raised so far by 
the East bondon Dockers 
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.THAT'S ONE OF TfC PROBLEMS WITH DEMOCRACY TODAY,' 

19 . 9 . 99 . 


“DON’T MOURN, 
ORGANISE” 


JACK DASH the unofficial! Tb* bJaaa of Jack Dash 
London docks leader, who P rove «° be ,l,v * ,n w 

died recently, aged 67. had ‘"k-try a. on the^very 

been a personal friend ofl -omln* be died, dockers 
mine during the 24 years » “*■ * the 'argest port, 
that I knew him In the »" JWtato walked out on 

docks. We had many dlsag-■?***■ J** " evcr 
reements and arguments, «*« ***** 
all of them political (I at I block »her»* b* 

the time was a Stalinist). *■* "O' 

Jack's Ideas were what l. '“In, ‘hat jack valued where 
now described a. "glaanost" «* , •"■***• 

before anyone had ever but the 

heard of Gorbachev. ‘be people he worked with. 

It would be nearly t.pomibJ™* « ** fun n 

to have a personal argument *™ 1 ***•" frow , •» 

with Jack because he would over the country proved he 
always be prepared to seel 1 *" 1 ‘ h »« respect, 
other peopled point of view * ■■ •J ,re 1 ?*'* l,ne * 

__ __ , would have been those of 

■g f » ** n I Joe Hill, executed by the 

them and not the American government during 

Toward, the end ofhi. hfe. th , f * |rade unlon 
he never complained. The I. ... . 
last few days that I sooke 

h * m * ~ r "Don't mourn, orgmilmL" 

still centred around the I 


coming unofficial strike In 
the docks. 


Micky Fern 
Shop Steward, 
Tilbury Docks 
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• market lor western io«nn- 
ndUirt. and W the bt«Mt 
rite for lnve*tmt-m In the 
»<irld, If the "reform < under 
IV-ng’s autocratic leadership 
continue to br implemented 
Similar regimes have always 


•ver told him that 
peart ago wetter n 
i in the thape of 
rt were undertaking 
ration bombing of 
population* In the 
ng countries of 
and Cambodia with 

more horrific then 
lictad In Tiananmen 
nua tame creetur* 
remerk 
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•tori have 
event* uand 
historical n 
a* the Russian revolution 
of 1905, or the Pori* Com* 
mite of 1971. On a more 
recent (hnaecale, both tbe 
Hungarian uprising of I1M, 






m 


the scale of the revolt In 
the Chlneac cities, 

MORAL FOCT 
Protests and disorder of this 
kind are not noveltlea In 
China’s recent history, yet 
nothing bed prepared observ¬ 
ers or the geriatric lender* 
ship for the seel* and deter¬ 
mination of this latest om¬ 
bres*. Nor was the luddan- 
neas of Its distntegretloe 
under the horrific Impact 
of the military, anticipated 
by comment at or* of Nfl 
or right. The Ideology of 


tsm to the ruling cleat, 
though often real enough, 
Is not derived from a nec¬ 
essary antagonism to teadftc 
class forces, an antagonism 
that in the case of the work- 




which dignifies 
the 'power’ of 


of a (ma¬ 
ntis tug 


drawn from 
ttwdrnt population 
age and integrity of 
thousands involved c an¬ 
te questioned. Nor can 


posing immense prob 
(Or the ruling clast. 

alhire to 


military farce. The Image 
of the white-shirt ed man 
momentarily hnltiflf the 
column of tanks la a striking 


it could be profoundly mis¬ 
leading. For reflection shows 
that in reality it Is an image 
of the utter helple s s n ess 
of even huge crowds of Indi¬ 
viduals offering passive resis¬ 
tance to halt the program 
of a militarily dominant 


Mmamrws" 


Yet there Is In China m 
In every industrially advanc¬ 
ed country a greater power 
than even that of the army. 
It la the power that feeds, 
clothes and arms the army 
Itself and without which 
the army could neither exist 
nor move. The collective 
productive power of the 
working class - associated 
and disciplined by the very 
nature of their conditions 
of work - Is the greatest 
and decisive power within 
. . . .. ^ any Industrallsed economy, 

ultimately, 

^ ■.*! T * * ? *vV even the tanks are helpless. 
• F°*, , ***"*■, There were hugely encourag- 


Tbetw are 57 varieties of 
left wing sects, groups and 
organisation In Britain, all 
claiming to be the "one true 
church* and of cosine the 
natural heirs to Mans, Lanin 
and Trotsky. With equal logic 
it follows that If there can 
ooly be asm workers party 
and they are that party, 
then all other groups, b> 
definition. must represen 
directly or Indirectly the pollt 
leal Internets of other clas» 
a*, and so are subsequent 
dtasnlssad as either pethei 
Ic heretics or coatemptibi 
"petlt-bourgois counter-revo 
utlonanes”. Not surprising 
having been built in to the 
political philosophy sector 


" thav caTe*- 1 *"• *** lh#l <* 

so they css e* I tiw working class had begun 


to attach them salves to the 
studenu' actions, and that 
at laaat soma sectlonaof 
the students themselves were 
awere of their need of the 
workers support. Nonetheless, 
In the current situation. It 
la the absence of an organis¬ 
ed and confident socialist 
opposition within the Chinese 
working ciaea *kbat inhibits 
the overthrow ratljcr than 
reform of the state-run 


Despite their largely menu* 
act urad differences the 
have much In comason, belt 
Indistinguishable to the ur 
tutored eye from asm anoch 
er. They rarely agree o i 
anything much, for the r« 
■eons outlined. So when som- 
thing occurs that temporarl 
unites them In condemnetk 
It deserves to be examine 
so rarely do they share 
com moo enemy, the recei 
events in China have provoi, 


I certainty of the 
ItMtion. It la i 
I the May/June 


'which such an 
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It cannot be denied that ow the last SO years throughout 
Europe, both east and west, unciallua hat lost both tu 
mass appeal and Its revolutionary character. Not surprising¬ 
ly the events In post-revolutionary Russia (where IS Million 
were Interned In 1038) greatly eroded the self-confidence 
of the nothing class, interest tonally leading to an almost 
total eclipse of the vision necessary for socialist future. 
Ever slate the real question has been no whether capital¬ 
ises can be overthrown, hut whet to replace It with? Is 
them an alternative) If so whet Is lit 
MOWY PYTHON 

At the risk of stating the obvious, It must be perfectly 
clear that while the various groups and tecta that Utter 
the far-left la Britain talk of ‘pnpmliM for power* and 
have managed to convince themselves that they and they 
alone are the future. It has a lot more to do with Monty 
Python than Karl Mars. Their complete lack of influence 
among working claas communities la home out by the 
social composition of Oman organisations, where the leader¬ 
ship and a significant percentage of the membership (in 
■" overwhelming majority) are clearly recruited 
from outside the working class. 

Workers are no longer prepared to believe mkfcfle-cJaa In¬ 
tellectuals when they talk W "blind obedience today, lam 
tomorrow-, they have been misled aed betrayed too often. 

c y"* c * 1 by "•*»»">. the working clam will only 
nght t»w If May know that ultimately they ere In control 
of their own destiny. 

DICTATORSHIP V PPJQa ACV 
The pyramid type party structure with the "Crest Man 


If there ora only two things Red Action has never been 
called or even accused of thee It would be 1 respectable 
and 'middle-class' so either history has repeated Itself and 
If so then an admittedly generous Interpretation «*• 
above could he toed as an endorsement for our existence. 
Whet 1s undeniably true is that, of the myriad groups strug¬ 
gling blindly for existence on the left Red Action stands 
alone slightly apart, visibly unique still regarded by many 
as a phenomenon. Some would no doubt say ■ regrettable 


tnfedibility of any 


no balance between dictatorship and de 
Simple case of either/or. Invariably "Intell 
comfortable with the former because tl 


tbs complete mutation of 
socialism which is Stalinism. 

On the surface then the 
revolutionary lefts united 
condemnation of the Chinese 
regime is both deserved end 
accurate, in reality It la 
simply a smear, an excuse 
rather then a real explanat¬ 
ion. u convenient table to 
put distance between them¬ 
selves and the recent atroc¬ 
ity m Tiananmen Square. 
This exercise In name calling 
(bureaucrat/stalinist) is nec¬ 
essary because they have all 
adopted similar pyramid like 
"democratic centralist" party 
structure* themselves. They 
are therefore hamstrung In 
their analysis and cMticUm 
by their varyown attachment 
to the ideology responsible 
for the disasters. 

In all these organisations, 
which are built from the top 
down, the central committee 
is the ohly active element 
of the party, brunohes and 
regions serve stmpb » tools 
which implement its decis¬ 
ions. The Socialist Workers 
Party, the largest of the 
revolutionary left and the 
parent of many others (includ¬ 
ing Red Action) sees no alt¬ 
ernative and claims that 
as "the working class faces 
the enemy, the ruling class, 
which is highly organised, 
disciplined and centralised, 
it can only defeat the enemy 
If It too Is organised, discip¬ 
lined and centralised". In 


[ mem «s well as in semi 
official organisations *ich 
as trade unions, farm groups 
and mass organisations. As 
In Russia the role model 
for the revolutionary party 
became the role model for 
the revolutionary state: reg¬ 
imented, disciplined, ultra- 
centralist - despotic Mao 
always maintained that with¬ 
in the national society there 
should be a central supreme 
authority, a "centre" with 
overwhelming decision-making 
power. Naturally he meant 
himself. In 1949 Mao held 
the Chairmanship of the 
Chinese communist party 
central committee, the pollt- 
buro, the central secretariat, 
the peoples republic, the 
revolutionary military council 
end the national peoples 
congress. Democratic central¬ 
ism as a system has very 
little to do with democracy 
and everything to do with 
centralised control. Under 
such a system It Is Inevit¬ 
able that all power will grav¬ 
itate towards the centre, 
ending logically in the nbsol 
ute rule of one Individual 
at the very top The party 
substitutes itself for the 
rule of the class, the central 
committee for the rule of 
the party and finally all 
power is Invested In the 
Individual in control of the 
central committee. Respond¬ 
ing to a grat national pull 
the dictatorship of the party 
cannot avoid ending In • 
personal dictatorship For 
Instance, during the period 
between 1931 -35, the period 
of greatest transformation 
In Russia, the firm Flve- 
Yeer-Ptaa took place without 
Stalin seeing the need to 


teat tons media, the govern¬ 
ment succeeded in controll¬ 
ing and remoulding society 
and the people to an extent 
unknown In Chinese history. 
The whole society became 
in fact s laboratory of mass 
control. 

As we have seen there were 
differences but also other 
similarities. Like Stalin a 
"cult of the personality" 
was developed around Mao. 
The former was referred 
to in later years by slither¬ 
ing sycophants as our "belov¬ 
ed leader", "wisest and great¬ 
est" and "as radiant as the 
sun”, while the Liberation 
Army Dally 1966 editorial 
pronounced that "the thought 
of Mao Tie Tung Is the sun 
in our heart, the root of 
our life, and the source of 
all our strength, in 1970 
a one-time successor to Mao 
uttered the immortal lines 


only because all ocher types 
of communist Insurrection 
In China had failed. Thera 
was no rapport between 
them, in fact there was a 
hidden mutual distrust and 
antipathy. Mao had witnessed 


' ha bloodbath was a care- 
-Uy prepared slaughter de¬ 
bited to tfiow the detormln- 
haa of the Stalinists to 
util any oposition to their 
t 'm The bureaucracy has, 
i (act, declared war on 
!le people of China." (Re¬ 


mained they were "^irttnaT. 
if not social members of 
the working class. 

Secondly, the pattern of 
society's development out¬ 
lined by Karl Marx from 
faudoltsm to capitalism to 
socialism did not apply in 
China for aa an economic 
system, capitalism did not 
really exist. Thirdly the Chin¬ 
ese communist seizure of 
power bed Its bese In the 
countryside and achieved 
success after a long period 
of struggle. The Russian 
revolution was characterised 
by strikes, sabotage sod up¬ 
risings In urban centres, and 
won victory In a much short¬ 
er time than the Chinese. 
Fourthly, In place of the 
permanent Stalnlat purge 


’■rtyl. 

he demands of the stud- 
■ ts lor a free press strikes 
the heart of the bureau- 
acy". (Workers Power), 
am these few examples 
u are left in little doubt 
to who Is to blame, which 
g> a set ii'd question, 
here did all r ran Stalinists 
noe from How did this 
liberation mat s* Itself? 
lien did It fi t emerge’ 
Ml Is i Si '1st? Was 
Inn Tae Tung Stalinist'’ 
<a he always , If not 
•n did he I* ne one? 
nil leant I y th. answers 

these questtm are not 
dly found- In publlc- 
qw of the lei largely 


Stalin In turn considered 
Mao defective in his under¬ 
standing of Marxism (a bit 
fresh coming from him) and 
often referred to him as 
a "Margarine Marxist". In 
Dec 1949, shortly after the 
communist victory, Mao trav¬ 
elled to Moscow for the 
first time, to took aid and 
alliance and to celebrate 

Stalins 70th birthday. The 
Russians deliberately snubbed 
him by miapronouncing his 
name Mat-Sa-Doon. While 
Stalin ignored him for days 
until he threatened to leave. 
The tensions between the 

"communist* countries contin¬ 
ued for decades, remitting 
In ideological and territorial 
disputes, always stopping 
short of actual war. with 
the Chinese celling the Sov¬ 
iets "revisionists", "social 
Imperialists" the "new tsars" 
etc., and the Russians retal¬ 
iating by accusing the Maoist 
leadership of "adventurism", 

"deviating from Marx ism - 
l.enism" and worst of all 


Thus similar grotesque distor¬ 
tions of socialism typified 
both communist regimes so 
that in a relatively short 
period of time society once 
again resolved Itself Into 
the age old tyranny, with 
the "Great Man” at the top, 
then the generals, ministers, 
administrators etc., and at 
the very bottom aa before, 
the great majority with no 
influence and no vote* Is 
this the inevitable result 
of all revolutions, if not It 
must be explained. 


the mirror image of that 
which you are trying to re¬ 
place. Having achieved re¬ 
volution, the easy Mt, is 
K not obvious (and history 
has demonstrated this time 


principal 


the Supreme Soviet. 







FASCISTS W- 

WH AT FASCISTS? 


la a major analysis, or at least a lengthy ana mryway, 
tha Revolutionary Communist Party'* new glossy magsrtnv. 
Living Marxism (No.7), devoted a fall 10 p*as to tha rlaa 
of racism and fascism In Europe and Britain, 99% of which 
Rod Act loo might agrao with. Unfortunataly It la tha other 
l« which Is Uttorad with errors and contradictions which 


Tha article atom off by statii* that In both France sod 
W.Germany the for right hat managed to put tha question 
of racism on tha net Ana I political agenda. Ail other parl¬ 
iamentary parties have felt obliged to reapood to the race 
extremists, usually by making major concessions to tha 
hardline racists, and points out that racism Is more pre¬ 
valent In Britain than In any other couatry. Straight away 
It trips over the first kerbstone when It claims that •the 
p rospe c ts for the far right are determlnsd above all by 
the degree of legitimacy and authority enjoyedl* the con- 
vrational right-wing pantos. Where they are weak It can 
pHNptfs 

Certainly It Is true that the more stable and right-wing 
tha parliamentary party tha leas room there Is for tha 
fascist-rtf*. but It Is still a strange analysis for a group 
calling Itself revohitlonary to make. 

Surely It la clear that In the battle for the hearts and 
minds of the unemployed and disenfranchised the real 
struggle must be between tbf radical right and the Re¬ 
volutionary left. The faacMB will only have influence 
where tha toft la weak, and It Is precisely those who are 
disillusioned with tha system that can and Indeed must 
be won over If any lasting program Is to be made. The 
Republican Party In W.Germany boast that their baae of 
support lias In tha bottom third of society, formerly the 
natural constituency of the revolutionary left, so that Is 
where the real responsibility Ilea. The success of the radic¬ 
al right Is determined above all by the absence of a left- 
wing alternative In, and representative of, the communities 
of the working class. The second point the article goes 
on to make Is that the extremists can use the race issue 
because It has such a powerful Influence to win a wider 
audience, but "there is little point in dealing with the 
visible symptoms while Ignoring the racist growth at the 
heart of the body politic.” 

Ir. other words there Is little point in dealing with the 
likes of the highly visible Blood and Honour while the 
Tories have installed racist immigration laws. Tha argum 
ent is confused and contradictory, because earlier they 
had explained how the far-right had, at different times. 
In BrltainfNF), FrancHLePen) and. more recently, W.Ger- 
many(RFP), forced raclam on to the net tonal agenda. "I 
think there Is a feeling that the big political parties have 
not been talking about this (Immigration). In my view that 
is one thing that Is driving people to the National Front. 
They do not agree with the objective* of the National 
Front, but they say at least they are talking about some 
of the problems. Now we are a big political party. If we 
do not want people to go to extremes, and I do not. we 
must show that we are prepared to deal with It." 

(Margaret Thatcher, January 1978) 

They are able to do this because the furojM’an contem¬ 
poraries of the RCP, successfully Ignored them until they 
were too big fo» them to handle. The main point Is that 
it is not a case of elther/or, either street fascism or state 
racism, they compliment each other, being component 
parts ol tne same animal, as the fascists grow stronger 
In the streets It Influences, encourages or Indeed Justifies 
the Introthictlon of the bureaucratic measures in response 
to such expressions of popular support. If groups like the 
NF or Blood and Honour are not confronted how can they 
be beaten 9 If you cannot beat them when they are weak 
then how can you hope to defeat them when they are 
strong. If the left is not strong and determined enough 
to defeat them, how is it possible to even talk of con¬ 
fronting the State? Later in the article it suggests that 
antl-fatcltm "Implies toleration of more conventional forms 
of routine racism". Are we expected to believe that a 
genuine racist could also be an, active anti-fascist 9 In 
theory perhaps it is possible, but I have never witnessed 
Tory MPs getting stuck into the From, so we'll leave that 
line of argument due to lack of space and general mag 
namlnity. 

They go on to suggest "that when the extreme right rep¬ 
resents b physical threat to Immigrant communities antl- 
rnclst should organise the left and the working class to 

Hfht.The tradition which used to be called "introducing 

them to the pavement" drove the fascists off the streets 
of East London In the Thirties, It will do so again when 
necessary". 

Ob well, that's allright then, we can all relax, it's In safe 
hands. What complete bollocks. Apart from the fact that 
they omitted to mention the Anti Nan League In the 70's 
at all. How can an organisation numbered in hundreds and 
populated largely by fashionable students talk so confident¬ 
ly about Introducing anybody to the pavement when fas¬ 
cists recruit and propagate without challenge, where racists 
operate with Impunity in many white working class comm¬ 
unities throughout Britain. It Is estimated that race attacks 


Support Croup, but also lor 
the psychological boost that 
knowing that they are not 
on their own but have the 
hacking of other workers. 
Backing them as members 
of our class not as a party 
political front. The Bosses 
have always looked after 
their own class, we must 
now start to look after (jura. 

Dockers Support Croups have 
already been set up In SLE. 
London. N. London, Hatfield 
and Welwyn Cardan City, 
Mastthaater, Brighton and 


to follow suit. These groups 
contain Rank and File Trade 
Unionists. Socialists, Comaun- 
lats. Anarchists, young, old, 
gay. straight all worklM 
as a part OF the class FORp 
the class. 

If you would like to know 
details of your local group, 
or advice on how to sat 
one up In your area. Info 
can be ||d from John La lag 
tWYjlldarlty Network 


are currently running at 70.000 a year, so no doubt the 
vlctiais df these attacks will be gratified to Marti that 

SJFfefMES" 

It finally winds up with this classic cop-oat conclusion. 
•The disturbing thing today is that no matter how ohacure 
the fascists become, many of tbs left will waan time 
Md energy chasing them at a tima when the truly power- 
fW racists m Whitehall are stepping ap their campaign 
of deportations and polka harassment against Mack comm¬ 
unities. We ought to leave the miniscule right to rot and 
£■* °" & ot opposing tha government which 

has rendered It redundant for a decade." 

In tha final analysis tha "puny left" insist that It Is both 
disturbing and counter productive to do anything but lot 
the miniscule right" rot. As any student of history wOT 

iSlJS* <kW ‘ * *° rot, but 

FESTER AND SPREAD. j 

Quite apart from the feet that all tha recant lemons from#* 
Franee and W.Germany are ignored, apart from the fact • 
that they acknowledge that racism is more prevalent In 
Britain than slther France or W.Germany so the potential 
for growth, should the lories or the economy collapse. 

Is enormous. Apert from the fact that groups Ilka the 
BNP, Blood and Honour and the National Wont would at 
the moment like nothing better than to be allowed to re¬ 
structure their organisations undisturbed. Apart from all 
of that, should the cloistered cadres of the RCP go to 
any football ground, pub or building aita, tbeywlll find that 
reactionary Ideas have a considerable Influence and it Is 
not restricted to expressions of antl-Mack/anti-lmmigrant 
sentiment, but In relation to the aspirations of working 
class women, the war In Ireland, Clause 28. Similar neo- 
fascist views already have currency among the very people 
a real revolutionary left must contain and win over If any 
effective challenge Is ever to be mounted against the state 
- the working dess. 

But what about the "powerful raciats” in Whitehall 9 The 
mandarins In Whitehall are not motivated by racism, the 
policies they Implement qpente on a free-market basis 
of supply and demand. If, as in the JCa, they need cheap 
labour they encourage Immigration, If not. they will impose 
barriers to entry. In other words, they do whatever is 
polttfcally and socially expedient, but always and only in 
the Interests of the class they serve. It seems obvious 
that if you cannot change things at the bottom what pos¬ 
sible hope have you of changing things at the top. 

As Is often the cose with the left wing, having presented 
the scenario as a case of either/or, either street fascism 
or state racism, rejecting the former as bad and dangerous 
and celebrating the other as good and true, they somehow 
neglect to outline how their strategy might possibly be 
Implemented. An oversight perhaps, more likely the analy¬ 
sis should be seen as a long-winded justification for their 
own inactivity. 

Apart from one or two small groups, the RCP clearly 
speaks for what passes for the "revolutionary left" in this 
country. Their complacency is both Irresponsible and char¬ 
acteristic, their indifference predictable, until they them¬ 
selves become the victims. 

By then of course, who or why should anybody else care, 
at least of all the current victims whose misery the left 
can still afford to regard with an attitude of stoic impass¬ 
ivity. 

At the time of writing three black men died In police 
custody In London over one weekend, the local news re¬ 
ported that in Stepney, F^London, over 100 Aslan kids aged 
from 5 upwards cannot travel the half mile to school for 
fear of racist attacks; in Camden Town the council invited 
mounted police to invade local estates to suppress a recent 
escalation in clashes between white and Asian youth. An 
antl-racist meeting in Welling, Kent organised by the local 
Labour Party was broken up by the British National Party. 

Nine were hospitalised. 

In recognition of the need for a co-ordinated response to 
the immediate issue of race attacks. Red Action has been 
campaigning within Anti-Fascist Action for s new structure 
to be set up to accommodate the recruits necessary, to 
Implement effective counter-measures, in essence to deal 
with the problems at source. 

Racism is not a moral or a social issue. It Is a class issue, 
so ultimately the only solution Is a class solution. 

If the opportunity is not taken noa, and in anticipation 
that it can only degenerate, then It Is obvious that in the 
Britain of the 90's It is the new-fascist* who will be 
making all the "introductions", with the conventional left, 
unable to respond except by making feeble and probably 
horltontal protests. 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


i*.D ACTION B AN ORGANISATION MX SDU TO WORK TOWARD* 
THE ENDING Of THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM Of PROMOTION AND 
THE BT All ISHMFNT OF A 8OC1AL0T ONE 


CAPITALISM Tbr aaad ef capital aad labet 
tbccmMnM, Haw let 


m praRl, a la cssvaal ruefkrt 
tkac wf bears esc. ttbtada 





HUMAN 


SACRIFICE 




NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM 


Jadklar) cw. The pramm structures caaaat be reformed «wy mast be < 
Tbt Labour Part) «ms am try m rad mRRa. bat mrreh Wve Me Md 


WK * rrW * T ANV "IW LIRE IN DEFEND Of 
WORKER* LIVING STANDARDS. Wt support a tfrm* -mM aad Hr 



TOTAL OPPOsrriON TO RACISM AND FASCISM Wr. 
•r kdrotof* obtrb attempts to dhtdr tbr oaritag doss <*, . 
creed. Wr ran*** dsr atad to appaw I met* - „ 

pb) ska* cm tbr streets 


THI IRISH NATIONAL I Ilf-RATION STRIGGLE AGAINST OCR OWN 
RUJSG HAW We sappan (be r*M o< oppwmd propir tbr oorld o*er to fl*t 
bptk. We a a r sadM isai j rapport tbr rtpto of a» rr>.datkmmy snubs The Irt* 
Rspab»rmi Arm, sad tbr Into Smbmai Ubrratloa Aim,, to rtpp * amt 











































































